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WHY 1000+ RESILIENT RIVERS?
Most rivers around the world are fragmented, degraded and in poor condition. Global change continues to put
pressure on these critical resources and water security. A UN report says 80% of rivers in Asia Pacific are polluted and linked to 1.8 million deaths a year.
Improper management of our world’s rivers and waterways poses devastating effects on ecosystems, economies
and communities. With our partners, the International RiverFoundation champions the health and resilience of
rivers and waterways around the world, using our 1000+ Resilient Rivers Blueprint.

RIVER RESILIENCE
River Resilience is the capacity of a river system and its associated communities to quickly recover from disturbances, adapt to changes without collapsing, and to transform through innovation and implementation of
resilience strategies.

RECOGNITION PROCESS
Becoming part of the 1000+ Resilient Rivers Collective recognises that you are on your way towards river
resilience. The International RiverFoundation and its partners will work with you to go through the Recognition
Process which entails a number of steps. This document outlines the steps required by both IRF and the representative from the River Basin being recognised. IRF, on behalf of the Resilient Rivers Independent Expert Panel,
will work with you to get through the subsequent steps of recognition. Each step will require specific costs to be
agreed with the River Basins.

RECOGNITION FEE AND ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
$15,000 covers your induction to the 1000+ Resilient Rivers Collective as well as your first year’s membership.
After this, the annual fee is $10,000. A RiverPatron may be invited to sponsor this fee.

STEP 1A: SELF-ASSESSMENT
1 Month to Complete
River Resilience Self-Assessment tools recognise that rivers have different personalities and are in various stages
of their journeys to resilience. These on-line tools are available to river managers and stakeholders for free. We
encourage as many river stakeholders to do the self-assessment process. This process is a precursor to holding
a Forum.

STEP 1A: RIVER BASIN CHECKLIST
Complete by

Checklist

River Basin to complete
Hold a strategic meeting between IRF and the River Basin to discuss
merits of being recognised as part of the 1000+ Resilient Rivers
Collective, identify stakeholders and agree on over-all process, and
commit to Steps 1 and 2 at the minimum.
Provide short overview of the Self-Assessment Tools (what, why and
how)

Send access to Self-Assessment Tools to River Basin manager.

STEP 1A: IRF CHECKLIST
Complete by

Completed

IRF to complete
Provide short overview of the Self-Assessment Tools (what, why and
how)
Send access to Self-Assessment Tools to River Basin manager.

LINKS TO SELF-ASSESSMENT TOOLS
River Journey

River Personality

Geography, history, culture and economics serve to
shape each river basin and community into their distinct entities. But there are some universal relationships
that exist between people and rivers which are based
on the uses that people derive from rivers and the river
aspects that people desire.

Rivers have different ‘personalities’, reflecting their
unique geology and landscape topography, geography,
culture, political governance structures (transboundary, different environmental laws) and economics that
shape each river and associated human communities.
Click the link to the River Personality quiz below.

Click the link to the River Journey quiz below.

GO TO RIVER JOURNEY

GO TO RIVER PERSONALITY

STEP 1B: RIVER FORUM/RESILIENCE WORKSHOP
1-1.5 Months to Complete
Results of the self-assessment process will need to be presented in a forum – with critical stakeholders invited
to participate and discuss. This is a good way to engage and increase awareness not only of the integrated
water resources/river basin management but more importantly, of the need for the river, its communities and
economies to achieve resilience. The one-day forum will be facilitated by the IRF and may be virtual or hybrid. If
needed, the IRF will work with you to seek funding partners for the workshop.

STEP 1B: RIVER BASIN CHECKLIST
IRF and the river basin will hold weekly strategic meetings to develop the forum/workshop and complete the
following steps:
Complete by

Checklist

River Basin to complete
Provide Venue (if in person)
Organise Keynotes/Speakers
Invite Keynotes/Speakers
Invite Stakeholders to attend
Organise Translation (if required)
Finalise Program (with IRF input)
Source potential Sponsors
Payment of Initial membership fee of A$15000

STEP 1B: IRF CHECKLIST
Complete by

Checklist

IRF to complete
Design Promotional Flyer
Design Sponsorship flyer
Design Program
Design Slide Pack
Source Potential Sponsors
Set up Zoom link & Event Page
Analyse Results from Quizzes
Draft Run Sheet for the event

STEP 1C: RECOGNITION AND CERTIFICATION
At the conclusion of the forum/workshop, the river basin will be formally recognised as
joining the 1000+ Resilient Rivers Collective and will be presented with a certificate by
the IRF. The river basin will also receive accreditation in the form of a verifiable digital
badge. Using blockchain technology, digital badges can be used to verify where
your river basin is on it journey towards resilience. After the Forum/workshop you will
receive the first badge acknowledging the river basin’s first step towards resilience.

NEXT STEPS
After the 1st step has been completed, IRF will continue to work with the river basin on the next steps of the Resilient River Journey.

STEP 2: RESILIENCE RESILIENCE ASSESSMENT AND
STRATEGY
8-18 Months
The River Resilience Strategy has four dimensions: whole-of-system
understanding, effective institutional arrangements, adaptive management approach
to solutions and Innovative finance for resilience. With our partners, IRF will work
with you to map these dimensions and identify specific criteria for your river basin.
More importantly we will work with you to ensure that the River Resilience Strategy
is embedded within your existing river basin plans.

STEP 3: IMPLEMENT AND TRACK YOUR RESILIENT
RIVERS JOURNEY
Together with our partners, IRF will provide guidance and mentorship as you
progress the river across the four dimensions of the River Resilience Strategy. An
annual online verifiable badge using a point-system will be used to track your River
Resilience Journey.

STEP 4: COMMUNICATION AND KNOWLEDGE SHARING
Ongoing
We encourage river basins to share their River Resilience Strategies, experience
and case studies via the Resilient Rivers Hub. This ensures that rivers can “leap
frog” their journeys to resilience by learning from each other. Access to the Resilient
Rivers Hub is included in the annual membership of river basins.

CAPACITY BUILDING
Ongoing
RiverAcademy is an interactive learning platform designed for those who want to
become leaders in their field. River Managers will have access to RiverAcademy and
will be awarded a verifiable credential/badge for each of the courses.

