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START YOUR 
RESILIENCE JOURNEY 
Join the Global 
Collective of 1000+ 
Resilient Rivers!



An exciting campaign for the resilience of our world’s rivers and waterways, 
the 1000+ Resilient Rivers encourages and recognises river basins and 
their communities to proceed along the journey of river resilience.  

WHAT IS RIVER RESILIENCE? 
River Resilience is the capacity of a river system and its associated communities to quickly recover from disturbances, 
adapt to changes without collapsing, and to transform through innovation and implementation of resilience strategies. 

WHY 1000+ RESILIENT RIVERS? 
Most rivers around the world are fragmented, degraded 
and in poor condition. Global change continues to put 
pressure on these critical resources and water security. A 
UN report says 80% of rivers in Asia Pacific are polluted 
and linked to 1.8 million death’s a year. 

Improper management of our world’s rivers and 
waterways poses devastating effects on ecosystems, 
economies and communities. With our partners, the 
International RiverFoundation champions the health and 
resilience of rivers and waterways around the world, using 
our 1000+ Resilient Rivers Blueprint. 

THE CAMPAIGN IS UNDERPINNED BY 
THE RESILIENT RIVERS BLUEPRINT 
The Resilient Rivers Blueprint is a framework to asses, 
plan and build river resilience, while providing a platform 
to connect people on their river journeys to share 
knowledge and experiences. 
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How can your river/waterway be a part of the 
1000+ Resilient Rivers Collective?
Becoming part of the 1000+ Resilient Rivers Collective recognises that you are on your way towards river resilience. The 
International RiverFoundation and its partners will work with you to go through the Recognition Process which entails a 
number of steps.  

Know Your River
These on-line tools are available to river managers and 
stakeholders for free.  We encourage as many river 
stakeholders to do the self assessment process.

River Personality 
Rivers have different ‘personalities’, reflecting their unique 
geology and landscape topography, geography, culture, 
political governance structures (transboundary, different 
environmental laws) and economics that shape each river 
and associated human communities. By defining different 
river personalities, various strengths and weaknesses can 
be identified which can lead to tailored recommendations for 
different rivers. 

River Journey 
Geography, history, culture and economics serve to shape 
each river basin and community into their distinct entities. 
People use rivers for conveyance, water sources, sewage 
disposal, and drainage. People also desire rivers to be 
healthy, to support lifestyles and ultimately to be resilient The 
River Journey assessment tool will determine where on the 
spectrum of uses and desires your river is.  

Hold a River ThinkTank 
Workshop/forum  
Results of the self-assessment process will need to be 
presented in a forum – with critical stakeholders invited to 
participate and discuss. This is a good process to engage 
and increase awareness not only of the IWRM process 
but more importantly, on the journey of the river and its 
communities and economies to resilience. The one-day 
forum will be facilitated by the IRF and may be virtual or 
hybrid. If needed, the IRF will work with you to seek funding 
partners for the workshop.
A recognition fee (which will include your first year of membership in the 
Collective) is required for the succeeding steps.

You are now recognised as part of the 1000+  
Resilient Rivers Collective! 
At the conclusion of the forum/workshop, the river basin will be formally recognised as 
joining the 1000+ Resilient Rivers Collective and will be presented with a certificate by the 
IRF. The river basin will also receive accreditation in the form of a verifiable  
digital badge.

Step 1a

Step 1b

Step 1c
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Implement and Track your Resilient 
Rivers Journey 
Annually 
Together with our partners, IRF will provide guidance 
and mentorship as you progress the river across the four 
dimensions of the River Resilience Strategy. An annual online 
verifiable badge using a point-system will be used to track 
your River Resilience Journey.  

Step 3

Combining steps 1-3 will help create a plan of actions to enhance resilience tailored to the 
river basin. This strategy will be embedded in your existing Integrated Water Resources 
Management (or similar) plan. 

Your Resilient Rivers Strategy 
The River Resilience Strategy has four dimensions:  whole-of-system understanding, 
effective institutional arrangements, adaptive management approach to solutions and 
Innovative finance for resilience. With our partners, IRF will work with you to map these 
dimensions and identify specific criteria for your river basin.  More importantly we will work 
with you to ensure that the River Resilience Strategy is embedded within your existing river 
basin plans. 

Step 2

This will entail a partnership fee that will be negotiated with our partners on case by case 
basis. IRF can also work with you to source funding for this step and more importantly the 
development of a Framework for Innovative Resilience Funding for your River. 



Join us in ensuring the 
resilience of the world’s rivers 
for generations to come
Our goal is to achieve the resilience of rivers all around the 
world. Start your journey to river resilience today. 

“Climate change is destroying 
our path to sustainability. We are 
using resources as if we had 
two planets, not one...”  
- Ban Ki-Moon

Resilient Rivers Blueprint Partners

THE RESILIENT 
RIVERS HUB

Ongoing Capacity 
building, 
knowledge 
sharing and 
networking tools 
are made available 
to you via these 
platforms.

RiverAcademy
RiverAcademy is an 
interactive learning platform 
designed for those who 
want to become leaders in 
their field. River managers 
will  be awarded a verifiable 
credential/badge for each 
of the courses that they 
take. Click here to visit the 
RiverAcademy website.

The Resilient Rivers Hub
The Hub has been established to provide river managers 
across the globe with a resource to assist them in their 
quest to establish resilient river systems. The Resilient 
Rivers Hub is the global and open space for river 
managers to network and share knowledge of their river 
resilience journey. Click here to visit The Hub.

Contact Us 
Dr. Eva Abal 
Chief Executive Office
Phone: +61 7 3002 9062
Mobile: +61 419 719 140
Email: eva@riverfoundation.org.au

https://www.riveracade.me/
https://resilientrivershub.com/
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